Saint Edna
Catholic Church
Annual Report
2017

Annual Report - Part 1 0f 6

H

July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017

C

C

Human Concerns Commission will witness, support, and promote efforts in all areas of
Ministry of Care and Social Outreach to further Christ’s mission to serve one another.
The Human Concerns Commission continues to serve a variety of individual and community needs by offering
opportunities to serve and participate in a wide range of ministries encompassing Social Outreach and Ministries of
Care.
St. Edna Outreach cater s to the wor king poor within St. Edna Par ish boundar ies, as well as the homeless in our
area. Some are members at the PADs site in Palatine, some live in their cars or wherever they can find some shelter, as
well as those who are able to find an affordable apartment. Through the generosity of the parishioners of St. Edna, we
are able to provide these people with food from our pantry and or monetary gifts, which will enable them to pay utility
bills or rent, sometimes needed because of an illness in the family or unexpected emergency, loss of job, etc. The group
of dedicated Outreach Ministers serve clients 6 days a week and, do all in their power to assist in any way they can. The
funds donated by our Parishioners is the only way we can help these people through their most desperate times. We are
hopeful that through increased awareness of the value that Outreach plays in helping reshape the lives of those right here
in our area, and that through your outgoing support, our clients will continue to receive the help they need to assist and
provide for themselves and their families.
From July 2016- June of 2017
1447 clients came to us for assistance, of those 701 were experiencing homelessness.
Food (food certificates, pantry)………………………………$35,623
Transportation (Ventra passes, Speedway Gas cards)………..$ 5,484
Rent, Utilities Other…………………………………………..$ 3,826
All of this is made possible through the donations made by you. On behalf of the entire Outreach Ministry, thank you
for your continued support.
The Thanksgiving Baskets, Santa Sacks, and Gift of Love ministr ies continued to ser ve the needy of our Par ish as
well as our Sharing Parish, St. James on Wabash. Santa Sacks provide children at St. James with much-needed
necessities and a small gift for Christmas. Similar sacks are provided for homeless adults and seniors. Gift of Love
served over 100 families last year, providing non-perishable food, food gift cards and presents.
The Domestic Abuse Awareness (SEDAM) ministry was formed in 2016. Its mission is to provide awareness about the
issues related to domestic abuse, and to offer information about available resources. Activities this year included the
following:
 Assisted with and participated in a tri-parish (St. James, Our Lady of the Wayside, St. Edna) candlelight vigil –
Shine the Light on Domestic Abuse (September/October 2016)
 Participated in the first annual Mass against Domestic Abuse held at Holy Name Cathedral in Chicago. Cardinal
Blasé Cupich presided. (September/October 2016)
 Decorated the trees and pillars of St. Edna with purple ribbons and included a display of Silent Witness
silhouettes in the Narthex in memory of those affected by domestic abuse. (October 2016)
 Hosted and participated in a 4-hour training workshop as required by the Archdiocese of Chicago Domestic
Violence Outreach (ACDVO). Approximately 35 ministry members from other parishes, including St. James,
St. Raymond, Our Lady of the Wayside, St. Mary of the Annunciation, St. Norbert, Our Lady of the Brook
attended, along with the SEDAM members. (January 2017)
 Conducted a Verizon Hope Line phone drive, collecting over 100 phones and numerous accessories to benefit
victims of Domestic Abuse. (March 2017)
 Collaborated with ministry members from St. Raymond and St. Mary of the Annunciation to show “The
Hunting Ground” documentary about sexual assaults on college campuses. The movie was shown at
St. Raymond on July 16th, St. Edna on July 23rd, and St. Mary of the Annunciation on July 30th.
The Prison Ministry team works behind the scenes to collect and provide for the needs of the incarcerated. In 2016/17,
we provided Bibles, toiletries, Christmas cards, all-occasion cards, playing cards and paperback books to Lincoln,
Logan, Danville, Decatur, and Illinois River Correctional Centers, plus the Women Residential Services, Warrenville
Youth Center, and Safe Haven.
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Human Concerns Commission will witness, support, and promote efforts in all areas of
Ministry of Care and Social Outreach to further Christ’s mission to serve one another.
People on our team support and participate in the Kairos retreats at Stateville. The Kairos team is dedicated to share the
transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth,
as well as their families, to become loving and productive citizens of their communities. Your donations of home-baked
cookies provides refreshment during the retreat.
Development Assistance Ministry (Changing Lives through Affordable Housing) is now a member of the Spr ing
of Life Partnership, a group of seven local churches that work with Habitat for Humanity to create affordable housing
for qualified families. Spring of Life Has just started its 15th home in nearby Des Plaines.
The Spring of Life Partnership helps local families afford decent, affordable housing by providing a portion of the
construction cost and providing volunteers to rehab existing homes or build new construction. Building and renovating
homes requires thousands of hours of labor. Volunteers are welcome no matter what skill level. Regular program build
days are Wednesdays and Saturdays during the typical ten-month construction period.
The Knit and Crochet ministry meets every week to make prayer shawls, lap robes, scarves, hats, and baby blankets.
Prayer shawls are given to individuals in the hospital, nursing homes, the sick, and the homebound. Lap robes are given
to individuals in nursing homes. Scarves and hats are included in the “Gift of Love” packages, and are also given to
local families in need. Baby blankets help moms in need of a little extra love and support. The group has completed 22
prayers shawls, 24 Project Linus blankets, 44 baby blankets, 29 chemo hats, 5 lap blankets and 65 special project water
filter covers. That makes a total of 189 projects donated. I'm sure as the weather turns colder we will have scarves and
winter hats to add to that total. Yarn donations are always welcome. Thank you.
The St. Edna Community Table is now in its fourth year of providing hot meals and fellowship to the hungry. This
year, with the help of many other St. Edna ministries who sponsor our dinners, we were able to provide dinners on the
first and third Sundays from May through September, when PADS sites are closed. At each dinner we were able to
serve between 40 and 50 people. It has been a rewarding ministry to all involved.
Respect Life Ministry has continued to sponsor many r ich oppor tunities to suppor t a cultur e of life thr ough
education, public policy, pastoral care, prayer, and fundraising through annual Baby Bottle Collections, Daily Herald
Ad for Life, Expectant Parent Blessing and the March for Life Chicago: January 14, 2018. Our gratitude to the Knights
of Columbus Holy Rosary Council, K of C Ladies Auxiliary, and the Women of St. Edna for their support in our efforts
for LIFE.
St. Edna Ministers of Care br ing pr ayer s, Communion, and fellowship to par ishioner s who ar e homebound, in
nursing facilities, or at Northwest Community Hospital. Training for new Ministers of Care is offered periodically at
various sites, usually in the fall. The online ministries of Angel Network and Ministry of Praise continued to provide
additional opportunities for our parishioners to offer prayer support for individuals and for the intentions of the Church.
We have a dedicated group of Care Ministers who serve as Bereavement Ministers. Through meeting with family
members and helping to plan the funeral liturgy here at St. Edna, they help provide continuity during a difficult time,
and bring the compassion and love of the community to the family. The funeral sacristans are a very important part of
this ministry, as they attend to the details of the liturgy.
Special thanks to all of the volunteers and parishioners who par ticipate in and suppor t the many ministr ies
within Human Concerns. Through your dedication and hard work, we can truly witness, support, and promote efforts in
social outreach and care ministry, and further Christ’s mission to serve one another.

Respectfully submitted by:
Diane Yannotta,
Chair of Human Concerns
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Faith Formation Commission fosters the lifelong growth, of all, in the Catholic faith.
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Bible Study Groups met thr oughout the year in thr ee-week to five-week segments. Our
groups consisted of an average of 90-100 participants. This past year the groups studied
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians and the Gospel of Matthew. We offered sessions on Monday/
Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings.
Parish Missions: our fir st Par ish Mission was offer ed in October . Mor ning and evening
sessions were given by our presenter Bill Wegner. Our second mission was a collaborative
event with Our Lady of the Wayside, St. James (AH), and St. Mary (BG). Our guest speaker
was Ken Yasinski. Over 600 people attended the three evening sessions.

Advent Retreat: “Hope, Joy, Peace, Love” was attended by 50 participants who spent the day reflecting on
and discussing how we prepare for Christmas and ultimately for the Lord’s Second Coming.
Lenten Series: Catholic Morality, Has It Changed? This thr ee-week class looked at all aspects
of Catholic morality, from the Beatitudes and Commandments, to social justice issues, end of life,
same-sex marriage, immigration issues, capital punishment and more. 50 participants attended.
Sessions were offered on Monday/Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings.
Church History: Fr om the Cr ucifixion to the Cr usades, the Refor mation to the
sweeping changes of Vatican II. This five-week course was offered after Easter and was
attended by 100 participants. Sessions were offered on Monday/Wednesday evenings
and Friday mornings.
Summer Series: “Catholicism: The Pivotal Players” is a multi-part film series by Bishop Robert Barron
that illumines a handful of saints, artists, mystics, and scholars, who not only shaped the life of the Church,
but changed the course of civilization. In part one, participants looked at the lives of St. Francis of Assisi,
St. Catharine of Siena and St. Thomas Aquinas. 90 people participated. Sessions were offered on
Monday/Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings.
Adult Confirmation Program: 25 adults attended the Vicar iate Adult Confir mation pr ogr am hosted at
St. Edna’s. This program consisted of eight evenings which included guest speakers and table discussion.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is an oppor tunity for those who ar e inter ested in becoming
members of the Catholic Church or need to receive Eucharist and Confirmation. We had 4 Catechumens and 1
Candidate for reception into Full Communion who met weekly beginning in September and concluded after
Easter.
Transformations meets weekly on Tuesday mor nings, after the 8:00 Mass, to study and discuss the
upcoming Sunday readings.
Baptismal Preparation pr ovides for mation for the Sacr ament of Baptism to par ents of infants to be
baptized, as well as godparents. Sixty-four children were welcomed into the Catholic faith. Four children over
the age of 7 were also baptized.
Respectfully submitted by:
Lorie Crepeau,
Director of Adult Faith Formation
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Religious Education participated in 4 family events this past year, all
centering on service. Our first event was our kick-off event. The
purpose of this session was to not only inform families of the policies
and procedures of the program, but to also to introduce the theme of
service.

Our second session was a gathering of Christmas stockings. But this
wasn’t any ordinary stocking filled with candy! These stockings were
filled with toiletries that the homeless of the PADS program at
St. James benefited from. It was one way the RE families of St. Edna could bring a little holiday cheer to
those in our community.
At our third session, we held a retreat for the families based on the
sacraments in the movie the Lion King. With their families, the
children were able to watch and then identify the various sacraments
portrayed in the movie. At the conclusion, each child was given an
animal mask that they could best relate to. Throughout our year,
about 75 families attended each Family Event.
A new event we added this year was a family reconciliation service
during the season of Lent. Instead of going to class, families came
together to share the sacrament of Reconciliation. It gave the
families a chance to participate in prayer and forgiveness together.
We had 75 children celebrate First Reconciliation and First Communion in 2016-2017
287 Children attended Religious Education classes between the summer and year round sessions
St. Edna’s SPRED (Special Religious Development) has begun
its tenth year serving children ages 6 to 10 with developmental
disabilities. We were at full capacity with 6 SPRED friends and 9
Catechists. Our mission is to provide a place where our friends with
special challenges can grow in faith and enter into full participation
in the sacramental life of the Church. Within the security of a small
community, our friends grow in their awareness of God’s loving
presence. In June, we celebrated our seventh SPRED Mass with our
friends actively participating. Two of our friends received their First
Holy Communion at that Mass, and were joined by one boy’s sister,
who asked to receive with her brother. We also treated our friends
and their families to a movie and pizza party in January in the Hurley Center with many “alumni” attending.
Our parish is truly blessed to have a program that welcomes our special friends into the full life of the Church.
Respectfully submitted by:
Heather Daudelin,
Director of Religious Education
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Faith Formation Commission fosters the lifelong growth, of all, in the Catholic faith.
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Each year, the annual report for The St. Edna Youth Ministry reads much the same: how many
were Confirmed (62), how many went to our Mission Trip (60), our Lenten and Easter activities,
and our two weekly drop-in ministries (Options Ministry Team for Middle Schoolers, which is
now on Wednesday afternoons, and Peer Ministry Team, which is on Thursday evenings). This
year we put a different twist on our ministry: we really focused on Stewardship!

Our Youth Ministry Program is grounded in the “Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth
Ministry,” which was published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Of the eight
components of comprehensive ministry laid out by the Bishops, the Ministry of Justice and Service was the
focus this year. Stewardship, aka service, has always been one of the important themes of Youth Ministry.
By intentionally being aware of the Youth involvement and awareness of service, we also were weaving in the
components of Community Life, Advocacy, Leadership Development, Pastoral Care, Catechesis, Prayer and
Worship, and Advocacy.
Our Confirmation classes always have a service component in their preparation
for the sacrament. This year, that service was at St. Edna and around Arlington
Heights. Here are some ways the classes served our community:
We worked with the Arlington Heights Park District in the Food for the Sole
campaign. We collected and cleaned 220 gently used shoes for those in need.
 Prepared sandwiches and helped to set up for the St. Edna Community
Table. (SECT)
 Helped with the Thanksgiving Food Baskets
 Worked at the Pancake Breakfast
 At the Knights of Columbus dinner and dances for the Clearbrook clients.


The annual service trip was in June to Twin Cities in Minnesota had two new
twists of stewardship. We mentored a group from St. Ferdinand Parish in
Chicago. They traveled with us to learn how to “do” the Mission trip. They are
planning on shadowing us one more time before branching off on their own in
2019. We also partnered with our insurance company, Gallagher Bassett, and
handed out over 25 teddy bears to children, and adults, who we were working
with, who we felt needed some comfort.
Our weekly drop-in groups continue to grow and reach out to others. Not only do we share the Sunday
Gospel and weekly prayer intentions, but our alumni, who have gone off to college, now receive our
bi-weekly, lectionary-based reflections to continue growing in their faith, their parish connection, and their
commitment to praying for others.
“Faith in Action” is the motto on the wall of our Youth Ministry room. Everything that is done in the Youth
Ministry of St. Edna Parish is done with this in mind. Our Ministry Teams, our classes, our outreach, our
prayers, & even our fun, all are aimed to be witness, proclamation, invitation, conversion & discipleship to the
young people of our Parish.
Respectfully submitted by:
Nancy Holpuch,
Director of Youth Ministry
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Worship Commission will cultivate the liturgical life of the parish by
fostering the full, active, and conscious participation of the community.
The Worship Commission of St. Edna is comprised of staff members, leaders from liturgical ministries, members of the
Parish Pastoral Council, and liaisons from other commissions. Members of the commission are a part of the community
who have a working understanding of how the liturgical ministries interact. All members have a desire to affirm the
strength of our existing ministries and identify opportunities for improvement and development. Our ministries would
like to share with you highlights from our past year.
Worship Commission Mission:




Ensures that the fullness of parish life is reflected and celebrated throughout our liturgies
Cultivates leaders and vocations
Communicates plan with ministries, commissions, and parish at large

Altar Servers: The youth of our community assist the pr esider and deacon at the table dur ing our litur gical
celebrations. This ministry focuses on new recruitment and training of altar servers for weekly Masses, weddings and
funerals. The Altar Server Ministry is seen as a bridge to many of the other opportunities to serve at Mass. The goal is to
begin in a ministry as grade schoolers so they feel comfortable transitioning to adult ministries after Confirmation. The
Altar Server Ministry is seen as a bridge to many of the other opportunities to serve at Mass, such as Lector, EM, Choir,
or Usher. In the fall each year, there is an Altar Server Pizza Party to encourage the members to meet and socialize with
other families in the Altar Server community. In addition to participating in the weekly Mass, the altar server ministry
aims to build a community connection by participating in service opportunities such as Feed My Starving Children.
Fifteen new altar servers were trained in 2016-17 by coordinator Mary Salm, assisted by Fr. Rodolfo Ramirez.
Art & Environment: Our Ar t and Envir onment Ministr y decor ates the altar and the Nar thex using seasonal
plants and liturgical colors. Our goal is to add beauty and grace to a liturgical environment that is welcoming and
prayerful. The budget is limited to donations at Christmas and Easter. This year, we polished and shined up the copper
planters. We switched to a different florist, which gives us great help and personal attention. Thank you to the Holy
Waterers who keep the plants healthy as long as possible: Judy Cooney, Roberta Becker, and Irma Weber. Ann Rymsza
and Evelyn Getty continue to co-chair and decorate.
Eucharistic Ministers: The Extr aor dinar y Minister s of Holy Communion, or EM's, help the gather ed community
become closer to Christ and each other by assisting with the distribution of the Body and Precious Blood of Christ at
weekend and weekday liturgies, or at weekday Communion Services. Each of these ministers has felt God’s call to
serve the Church as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. During this past year, this ministry was blessed
with 14 new ministers, of whom 4 were teens. These teens were able to become Eucharistic ministers after they were
confirmed last fall. The new ministers go through a training that goes over the significance and meaning of the various
parts of the Mass and the Eucharistic banquet. They are also trained on the proper procedures of being an EM at
St. Edna. This year, Eucharistic ministers again donated homemade salads for one of the Community Tables in July.
Eucharistic ministers give their time and talent by answering the call to serve the St. Edna community through this
beautiful ministry of sharing with you the Body and Precious Blood of our Lord. This ministry is coordinated by
Camille Murray.
Greeters: Our 30 gr eeter s ar e ther e to welcome ever yone as they come to St. Edna. They ar e the fir st per son
whom worshipers meet when they arrive at church. Their warm welcome is an aid to entering into the Spirit of
Celebration at Mass. Theresa Watkins is the coordinator of our greeter ministry.
Lectors: Our lector s pr oclaim the wor d of God when the community gather s for wor ship. Fifty-four members of
the St. Edna community serve as lectors. We are fortunate to have lectors representing a wide range of ages from teens
to our more senior parishioners. Typically, our lectors have the opportunity to proclaim the Word of God three or four
times each quarter of the year. This year we have been blessed with two new lectors joining our ministry.
Training is ongoing throughout the year as parishioners expressed an interest in becoming lectors. This year, the lectors
provided desserts for a Community Table in July. Marie Schalke serves as coordinator for these ministers.
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Worship Commission will cultivate the liturgical life of the parish by
fostering the full, active, and conscious participation of the community.
Liturgy of the Word for Children: Under the coor dination of Moir a Bur di, this ministr y pr ovides childr en with a
“child’s eye view” of the Sunday readings and often includes props, songs, and skits to help the children understand
God’s Word. We currently have ten ministers serving as homilists/assistants and six ministers serving as cantors. We
have one new minister this year and are still actively reaching out to parents and community members to serve this
ministry. Typically we minister to 20-40 children at the 9:30am Mass 2-3 times a month.
Musicians: Music is a power ful for m of communication, especially when it finds its voice in a community of
believers. For leaders of pastoral music there can be no greater sound or art form. We believe that voice resounds here at
St. Edna. The gifts and preparation of the ministers are divided into 3 groups – Children’s Choir, High School/Young
Adult (SNL), and Adult. Through this arrangement, we hope to provide a process to discern gifts, as well as catechize
and prepare ministers. This year we have over 20 participants in the Children’s Choir, and we plan to celebrate at least
two liturgies with combined choirs from St. Edna and St. Mary of Buffalo Grove. Sunday Night Liturgy (SNL)
continues to be an energetic ensemble. It is presently in the rebuilding stage due to the graduation of its members over
the past few years. The music ministry has served the community’s outreach by contributing hands, feet, and goodwill
to St. Edna’s Community Table. We hope to continue the tradition of welcoming all people to St. Edna and providing
for all who come to our community a consistent and vibrant experience of musical liturgy.
We continue to be blessed with new ministers of all ages and we give thanks to the wonderful folks that currently serve
St. Edna so generously. The coordinators of the music ministry are Gary Daigle (Director of Music Ministry),
Allison Blomeke (Children’s Choir), and Brendan Doshi (Sunday Night Liturgy).
Sacristans: These minister s pr epar e the altar vessels and Euchar istic elements for the litur gical celebr ation and
ensure that scheduled Liturgical ministers are present for their roles relating to the celebration of the Liturgy. They
provide assistance to the priest and deacons as well as guidance for our altar servers during the liturgy. Last year we
added seven new sacristans, two of whom serve the 5:30pm Mass, which is a great need. Our coordinators and current
sacristans are Peg Connolly and Anne Mura.
Ushers: The focus of our ministr y is to pr ovide a safe, or der ly, and hospitable envir onment for those gather ed to
worship Christ. The procedural changes related to the Narthex and introduced in the prior year have worked out well.
We believe that it has improved the overall worship experience for our community. The reserved seating in the
Worship area for those with special needs and their families has been well received and is utilized at every Mass. Our
ministry continues to make a special effort to invite everyone into the Worship area. We lost three members of our
ministry this past year. Our ministry is open to new membership and we have been actively exploring methods to attract
a broader cross section of our community. We continue to strive to improve the overall liturgy experience for all, and to
serve the needs of our assembly so that they may fully participate in the liturgy and sacraments. Phil Bares continues to
serve as an experience coordinator for these ministers.
We would like to thank the over 300 worship ministry volunteers
for their commitment to serve the people of St. Edna.
Our community and liturgies are a reflection of the spirit and love you share every day.

Respectfully submitted by:
Marie Schalke & Gary Daigle
Co-Chairs of Worship Commission
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Parish Life Commission fosters a sense of parish unity by
organizing and welcoming all to community-building events.
A lot of our 2016-2017 year was spent “restructuring” the Parish Life
Commission. Luckily, the majority of our ministries are extremely
active on their own, which allowed us to spend time going over the core
principles of this Commission.
We adjusted our member requirements, commission strategies, but most
importantly, our plan of action: we decided we didn’t want to be a
“support” commission anymore. We wanted to be a Commission that
put on its own events for the parish. Yes, we have done this in the prior
years, but instead of one commission-sponsored event per year, we
wanted more. So, for the 2017-2018 year, that is exactly what we planned to do.
We wrapped up the 2016-2017 fiscal year by setting dates for two commission-sponsored events: Italian
Night (September 30, 2017), and Trivia Night (January 27, 2018), with the hope of scheduling more. We are
currently in the process of planning a “breaking ground” party for the new Parish Life Center, and we are
considering a family-friendly event over the summer.
While the Commission was doing all of this, our ministries were holding down the fort, as usual! Here are
some of the highlights from the past year:
Christian Family Movement (CFM) has had a busy year . After attending Mass together , we held our
annual progressive dinner. We began our evening in the Community Room, feasting on an array of
appetizers, then proceeded to dinner and onto a second house for dessert. In March, we hosted members and
parishioners to a Seder dinner. We enjoyed reading the traditional Passover prayers. Afterwards, we shared a
Passover dinner complete with leg of lamb and brisket. Also during March, we went to see the movie “The
Shack”. The following week, Fr. Rodolfo lead us in a discussion of the movie. In June, we hosted a family
Mass.
It was another year of “cheers and applause “ to the 61 Gardening For God ministry members from our
admirers, our fellow parishioners and visitors. Five new members joined the ministry this year! New planter
containers were purchased and placed in the canopy area which will enable more dramatic seasonal
presentations there. In May, we sponsored and served at a St. Edna Community Table (SECT) dinner, which
we have done in the past and will continue to support. GFG members devote their time and efforts to bring out
and enhance the beauty of each season's blooms, from the first Crocus bulb of spring to the last mum of the
fall on the church grounds. When the season of Christmas arrives, GFG will be ready for it as well. Join us in
March 2018 for our one and only meeting of the year. Watch the bulletin for dates and times.
In the past year, Mats for the Homeless have held training sessions at St. Edna, National Louis University,
Indian Trails Library, and some local schools, including Wheeling High School. About 400 mats have been
delivered since the inception of the program. They were distributed to various Catholic Charities locations in
Chicago and the suburbs. A supply of bags and balls is currently on hand in the bin in the Narthex for those
who are working on the project.
The St. Edna Men's Golf League had a wonderful year at Cary Country
Club. We play the second Saturday of each month May through
September and the weather was great for all five outings. Each season we
lose a few golfers due to age, job changes or family commitments, but
then the ad that is run in the bulletin usually motivates a few new
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Parish Life Commission fosters a sense of parish unity by
organizing and welcoming all to community-building events.
parishioners to join the league. We have a great time at each event and Cary Country Club is very easy to
work with. Our banquet will be held on Saturday, October 14 and we will have our best turnout in several
years.
For our Pancake Breakfast in December 2016, we had over 300 guests served
by nearly 60 St. Edna volunteers! Through the support of these volunteers we
hosted a breakfast with Santa and his Elves, games for children, and generous
raffle prizes. Total profit for this event was $1,494.96. We look forward to
feeding more guests this year as we celebrate the Christmas season!
Another fabulous year from your friends at Snack Theatre. We were back
with "Once More... From the Top!" featuring some of our favorite
musicals. This was our TENTH show with Snack Theatre - 10 years of
memories, laughter, song & dance, and a lot of love. We had 27 cast
members this year, ranging in age from early 20s to folks in their 70s, and
did over 30 musical numbers. Many thanks to our production team that
worked on this production for over 7 months, and thanks to all the
volunteers who helped make this show another rousing success.
The Welcoming Ministry is designed to provide people interested in
registering to be a member at St. Edna’s with a place to ask questions and
register without having to make a special trip into the Parish
Office. Representatives from the Welcoming Ministry are available in the Narthex once a month after the
Sunday morning Masses. This provides a one-on-one experience to discuss some of the stewardship,
educational, and service opportunities that St. Edna has to offer.
Our Women of St. Edna (WOSE) held a Membership Evening last September, a get-together while enjoying
wine and cheese, which was a great time for the ladies interested in our ministry. They had the opportunity to
socialize with existing members from different guilds. The evening was a success as we added a few new
members, along with lasting memories. In addition, members shared prayer and spiritual readings, wisdom
and reflection, and built many friendships. We held our “usual” annual events, including Bunco, Advent
Evening, Bake Sales, Mornings of Reflection, and a Spring Event, where each guild shares the responsibilities
of throughout the year.
Our Young At Heart club is still going strong! It is a social club where we meet twice a month on Thursdays
to talk, have lunch and play Bingo. We also travel a bit, going to a play or two at the Marriott Lincolnshire, or
up to the Potawatomi Casino in Wisconsin.
Ideas for future events? Suggestions? Let us know! We would love to hear from you!
Email cdomalik@stedna.org if you have any ideas or suggestions for future events.

Respectfully submitted by:
Christine Domalik,
Chair of Parish Life Commission
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As stewards of the St. Edna Parish Vision, the Pastoral Council acts in an
advisory capacity to our Pastor, assists in prioritizing needs, and provides leadership.
As stewards of St. Edna, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) acts in an advisory capacity to our Pastor,
prioritizing needs and providing leadership. We provide communication liaisons to our four commissions
(Worship, Human Concerns, Faith Formation, and Parish Life) and to our Deanery within our Vicariate.
At the beginning of the fall session, the council was pleased to welcome six new members: Theresa Watkins,
Dominic Fernandes, Ethan Salm, Steve Jabek, Tom O’Neill, and John Cole.
One of our first activities was supporting our parish with the “Renew my Church” initiative and the “To Teach
Who Christ Is” campaign. Discussions on both were held in our fall meetings and the council feedback was
used to help guide those processes.
Four of our members attended the Parish Leadership Enrichment event on October 19th. Instruction around
the central topic of improving church vitality was received.
Early in the fall, the council acted on feedback from parishioners that indicated improved visibility and
accessibility to the PPC was desired. Our actions taken included adding biographies and photos of PPC
members to the St. Edna website, creating a new email address for submission of inquiries direct to the PPC,
and scheduling for at least one PPC member to be present and identified with a PPC nametag after Masses for
those parishioners who wish to reach out directly to a PPC member.
In the spring, the council provided assistance during the departure of our Pastor, Fr. Rich Yanos, and the
welcoming of our Administrator, Fr. Bob Heidenreich. The council attended meetings with Archdiocesan
leadership during the transition and provided feedback and guidance during Fr. Bob’s early transition.
During the year, the PPC also provided information to and received feedback from Archbishop Cupich by
attending the bi-monthly Deanery meetings. Some topics covered this past year included reviewing the
parish-wide survey and determining lessons to be learned from that data, and discussing successes and
challenges from the ‘Renew my Church’ initiative.
The Pastoral Council participated in a SECT Dinner for the homeless on May 21st, setting up and serving a hot
dinner to individuals in our community.
Concluding their service to the PPC at the end of June were members John Cole, Kevin Ellis, Jani Graziano,
Kathy Mannard, and Paula Pollman. We are very grateful for their past service to the council and will miss
their presence.
We are blessed to represent the entire community of St. Edna whose vision “desires to live as a reflection of
who Christ calls us to be by welcoming all in Charity, Justice and Hope.”
Respectfully submitted by:
Daryn Waite and Ann Marie Thomas,
Co-Chairs of Pastoral Council
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The Finance Council stewards the assets of the parish, and, as a consultative body,
advises the Pastor on the appropriate allocation of funds..

Summary
We are happy to report that our parish remained in the black again this fiscal year.

Revenue
Total revenue of $1,665,403 includes Sunday and Holy Day Collections of $1,187,092, the Christmas
Collection of $106,092, the Easter Collection of $73,267, and $298,359 from all other sources.
Revenue was above budget by $43,272 or 3% for the year. Revenue was below last year by $54,397 or 3%.

Expenses
Total expenses of $1,448,069 were under budget by $120,513 or 8%. Compared to the prior year, expenses
were down by $55,526 or 4%. Expenses were down due to cost cutting and controls in the areas of salaries,
administrative expenses and supplies, along with lower electricity and utility costs.

Net Ordinary Income
Net Ordinary Income from Parish Operations was $217,334 for the fiscal year. This was well above the
budget and slightly ahead of last year.

Capital Collections

The capital collections total for the year was $501,298.
We welcome any questions you might have regarding our Annual Report.
We can be reached at finance@stedna.org
Respectfully submitted by:
The Finance Council
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