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Dear Parishioners,
The 2011 parish vision statement boldly proclaims that we, the people of Saint Edna, desire to be a reflection of who Christ calls us to be by “welcoming all in Charity, Justice, and Hope.”
The virtue of Charity is made visible when our love of God compels us to serve the needs of God’s people. Charity includes our outreach to the poor and marginalized along with our awareness and compassionate care for the people God places in our lives. The habit of Christian charity disposes us to love
God above all else and to love ourselves as well as our neighbor.
Justice is concerned with the issues pertaining to moral rightness, ethics, religious beliefs, and the law.
Justice is the quality of treating one another rightly and fairly. Justice requires a profound respect for all
life from conception to natural death. Justice promotes an environment in which others’ opinions and experiences are valued and respected.
The Christian virtue of Hope is closely linked with our belief that Christ has promised those who belong
to Him a better world. Hope is our confident desire that something good is about to happen.
It is with a profound sense of gratitude that we present this “Annual Report” which is meant to communicate the successes and ways that we have remained faithful to our vision.
This past fiscal year involved the continued development of parish leaders. The leadership councils and
commissions have reclaimed their mission statements and have worked diligently toward accomplishing
the goals and needs that the Strategic Initiative identified and prioritized. With over eighty people serving
in leadership roles, it is essential that we continue to support and encourage one another in our common
vision and ministry.
The parish’s vital signs, including offertory collections, Mass attendance, and involvement in parish
events and ministries remain strong and in some areas have seen modest increases. I am proud of the
fact that we were able to finish with a strong and balanced budget. While this is always a struggle, it is a
sign of a healthy and well-managed parish community.
The Master Planning Committee was formed to address the needs of our parish facilities. This included a
complete evaluation of all the physical assets of the parish. Saint Edna has a nine-million dollar investment in parish buildings, some of which are approaching 45 years in age. The Master Plan has given us
important data with which to make decisions in regards to building maintenance and improvements. In
addition, the Master Planning process recommends the expansion and renovation of our current facility.
A driving force behind many of these recommendations is the desire to be ever more effective in ministering to our youth and families with young children.
I remain grateful for the wonderful spirit of hospitality and welcome that is part of the fabric of Saint Edna.
From my vantage point, we not only have much to be grateful for but also much hope for our future.

Fr. Jerry Jacob, Pastor
Parish Data, July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011
118
110
134
36
74
14
2,542

Baptisms
First Communions
Confirmations
Weddings
Funerals
RCIA Catechumens/Candidates
People attend Mass each weekend

143
3,077
760

New Families registered
Registered Families (9,225 Persons)
Average weekly envelopes received

(average, per October count)

PASTORAL COUNCIL
What a year!
First and foremost, the VISION of
St. Edna needed to be developed. The task was given to
select members of St. Edna and the VISION was created:
St. Edna Catholic Community desires to live as a
reflection of who Christ calls us to be by welcoming all in
Charity, Justice and Hope.
With that being in place, the Pastoral Council created its
MISSION statement:
As stewards of St. Edna Parish, the Pastoral Council
acts in an advisory capacity to our Pastor, prioritizing
needs and provides leadership.
The task was also set out to insure all mission statements
from the Commissions were in line with our new Parish
VISION.
In early October 2010, at the Leadership Day, along with
our new VISION and MISSIONS, strategic issues were
recognized that were critical to our community. Action
plans were developed and then on to actions, tasks and
activation (collecting information).
Members of the Pastoral Council were given the task to
work with the commissions to develop and implement the
strategic initiative.
With this living and breathing document in place, it
assists the Pastoral Council to look at our goals – are we
getting closer to living our VISION?
Jackie Lapetino, Pastoral Council Co-chair

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
This past year was both a challenging and productive year
for the Stewardship Council. The Stewardship Council
along with all the other councils and commissions at
St. Edna developed new mission statements to align ourselves with the new Parish Vision Statement. The Stewardship Council’s new mission statement is:
The Mission of the St. Edna Stewardship Council is to
inspire our community to express gratitude for God’s
many gifts through service to God and one another.
In addition, we also developed a long term strategic plan
to better support both the goals of the Stewardship Council and of the parish.
The last weekend of May our annual Stewardship Witness
Talks were given. Fellow parishioners shared their stories
of how they have given back to God out of love and a portion of the gifts God has given them. The following weekend was the Annual Stewardship Renewal. Once again it
was a big success, with 504 people signing up for a ministry for the first time and 1096 people continuing involvement in a ministry for the next year.
Finally the council spent some time making updates to our
webpage on the St. Edna website and also to the St. Edna
Stewardship Brochure. We added links to various Stewardship documents on the webpage including a link to the
new brochure. The added links on the webpage are to
make it easier to navigate and find the information you are
looking for. We will continue to work on enhancements to
the webpage to make current Stewardship information
readily available to everyone.
Greg Beeber, Stewardship Co-chair

LITURGY & WORSHIP COMMISSION
We will cultivate the liturgical life of the parish
by fostering the full, active, and conscious participation
of the community
The Worship Commission of St. Edna is comprised of staff
members, leaders from liturgical ministries—Altar Servers,
Lectors, Art & Environment, Liturgy of the Word for Children, Musicians, Greeters, Ushers, Holy Dusters, Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristans—members of the Parish Pastoral Council, and liaisons from other commissions. Members of the commission are a part of the community who
have a working understanding of how the liturgical ministries interact. All members have a desire to affirm the
strength of our existing ministries and identify opportunities for improvement and development.
Our accomplishments last year include updating our committee’s focus to reflect the mission of St. Edna Parish;
developing the purpose, formation, and expectations of all
ministers serving the liturgy; and developing four goals to
foster the mission of St. Edna Parish.
Our first goal for 2011-2012 is to engage the St. Edna
congregation to be able to fully participate in liturgy and
use the new Roman Missal, in light of the recommendations and guidelines of the Archdiocese. At the end of last
year we established the Roman Missal Group and
charged them with educating our congregation about the
changes and implementation of the new Roman Missal.
This group has membership drawn from the Worship
Commission and the Faith Formation Commission. We
look forward to continued bulletin articles, website links,
education classes, and supplemental materials for use by
all the congregation.
Our second goal for 2011-2012 is to ensure that the fullness of parish life is reflected and celebrated throughout
our weekend liturgies. The commission will be working to
define “fullness of parish life”; review each weekend liturgy
with respect to this definition; develop recommendations
for enhancing and maintaining quality liturgy; and oversee
the implementation of these recommendations. The front
office staff maintains a master calendar to ensure accurate scheduling of parish events and liturgies. We have
begun discussions on all sacramental life and parish
activities as well as attempting to define “fullness of parish
life”. An audit tool for use by the commission has been
undergoing updates to reflect this definition. We look forward to continuing this work to ensure that liturgy at
St. Edna’s remains meaningful and life giving.
Our third goal for 2011-2012 is to cultivate leaders and
vocations. By developing the purpose, formation, and expectations of all ministers serving the liturgy, we established a frame work for discussions on leaders within
these ministries. We are continuing this work by developing a role description for all leaders of liturgical ministries.
We recognize the ability to deepen our faith by our service

towards the people and liturgy of St. Edna. We are
working on enhancing our opportunities for formation
within our individual ministries as well as our collective
annual minister commissioning service.
We look
forward to sharing our endeavors with all the
commissions and councils of St. Edna.
Our fourth and last goal for 2011-2012 is to optimize our
use of technology to communicate and organize our
ministries. Many of you participated in our classes
regarding the use of our new Ministry Scheduler Pro
software. We are excited to fine-tune this tool to ensure
opportunities for service for all liturgical ministers at
St. Edna. In addition, we look forward to working with
members from other commissions and councils on
ensuring access to information, education, and
communication via technology.
The Worship Commission of St. Edna

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Bible Study Groups met throughout the year in sixweek segments. Our group has expanded to over 70
participants. This past year the groups studied the
Books of Exodus, Ruth and Esther, and the Parables
and Miracles of Jesus.
We offered weekday morning and evening sessions and
were able to accommodate everyone!
Adult Faith Formation classes: this year two groups
spent six weeks studying the Creed.
Men’s Group offers an opportunity to study and discuss
the Sunday readings. A parishioner started this group
this year. Participants meet weekly
on Saturday mornings. Our men’s
group has grown this year to
include 8-10 men of all different
ages.
Women’s Christ Renews His
Parish (CRHP) offers a yearly retreat.
This experience brings adult parishioners together in
small groups in order to deepen their relationship with
Jesus Christ and
each
other.
It
stresses a clear
focus on the Gospel
and provides a way
to relax, unwind and
reflect
on
our
sometimes
hectic
lives.
The team
continues to meet weekly for personal reflection and
prepares for the next retreat. This past year 25
participants attended the weekend retreat.
A Lenten Retreat was attended by 30 participants who
spent the day reflecting on the readings about the
resurrection stories.
Transformations met weekly on Tuesday mornings to
study and discuss the upcoming Sunday readings. This
group included about 12 parishioners.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is an
opportunity for those who are interested in becoming
members of the Catholic Church or need to receive
Eucharist and Confirmation. We had 6 Catechumens
and 9 Candidates for reception into Full Communion
who met weekly beginning in September and concluded
after Easter.
New Roman Missal Sessions were held by Fr. Diego
and Lorie Crepeau. Over 400
liturgical ministers and parishioners
attended these sessions to learn
about the changes to the liturgy that
will be introduced on November 26,
2011. PBS also came to the parish
and taped one of the adult sessions with our
parishioners. This segment was aired on their Religion
and Ethics program.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
VBS
(Vacation
Bible School) is a
week-long summer
program open to
children in Pre K –
5th grade. Students
in 6th -12th grade
participate
as
volunteers.
This year “PandaMania” was experienced by over a 160
children and 85 adult/teen volunteers.
SPRED is a monthly religious education program for
children with developmental disabilities. Currently we
have 5 students and 5 adult friends. On June 26th two of
our students celebrated their First Communion at the
SPRED Mass.
This year the Heavenly Hands Creative Ministry,
consisting of fourteen youth ministers and three adult
directors, performed two productions based on scripture
teachings, accompanied by music. The first production,
“Kingdom Virtues“, was performed in the winter by the
entire team.
The
second show, “Our
Father,” was performed
for the LIFE program.
Our ministry practices
every Sunday in the
church basement from
10:45 until 12:45. The
team, with the facilitation
of the directors, designs
props and choreography. Ministers must be at least in
the sixth grade or higher to be part of the Heavenly
Hands Creative Ministry.
Lorie Crepeau, Director of Faith Formation

L.I.F.E.
St. Edna’s Community Religious Education program
gave participating adults, parents, teens and children an
opportunity to learn about what it means to be a Catholic.
At a time of blurred lines
and uncertainty, all were
exposed to some basic
beliefs anchoring our
faith.
The theme this year was
Reasons to Celebrate
Being a Catholic! Five
basic points that make us
a Catholic family were
examined:
 Our Catholic Family—The important place tradition
has in being Catholic.
 Saints Come Marching In—Our belief in Saints including Mary, and Saints as those who intercede for us.
Relics from over twenty Saints (loaned from St. Hyacinth in Chicago) graced our tables.
 On Earth As It Is In Heaven—The nature of Church as
something we are, not just a building, but the Body of
Christ.
 Source of Authority in Church Teachings—Church
is Apostolic and hierarchical.

(from within & outside the Parish) spoke about ways that
service helped them grow in faith, offering opportunities
to be involved.
The liturgical season offered other opportunities for the
participants to practice their Catholic faith:
Jesse Tree decoration — preparing our
lives and homes with special Advent promises.
Gathering for a Family Lenten Night —
following the journey of Benjamin as he
followed Jesus in his last hours.
Celebrating the birthday of the Church
on Pentecost—complete with a cake
and candles, and fun projects for everyone to do!
Rounding out the program was
a Retro Family Dance, warming everyone up in January
complete with a Hula Hoop
contest!
Heavenly Hands Puppet Ministry helped bring our closing session to an end with a thoughtful high energy presentation on prayer.

 Christ Made Heaven a Place on Earth—We are
called to build the Kingdom of Heaven beginning on
Earth.
In October, Catherine O’Connell-Cahill, parent and acclaimed author from U.S. Catholic, gave a helpful presentation on practical Catholic parenting.
In February, our community was blessed by
the nationally renowned artist, performer and
musician, ValLimar Jansen.
Leading the February session, she taught
about the “sweetness” of God’s loving grace
through story, music and drama.
At each session, special emphasis was given to prayer—
with a different form of prayer at each session.
Between LIFE sessions, families were encouraged to
grow in faith and understanding through a
variety of programs and service projects:
Feed My Starving Children—volunteers
prepared over 16,000 meals/food packets
for the needy.
When Did I Give You My
Coat—partnering with
St. Vincent DePaul Society over 300 coats were collected for the
needy at St. James Church in Chicago.
Service with a Smile Service Festival —
speakers from seven different programs

At the end of the season, participants were given a quiz
to measure the knowledge and understanding they had
acquired through the year.
Adults, adolescents and children came away from this
year’s sessions recognizing that “being a Catholic” is
more than just something you put on when you go to
Church.
Being a Catholic follower of Christ is beginning to build
the Kingdom of Heaven right here on earth in how we live
our daily lives.
This coming year’s LIFE focus will be on the
Mass and how it brings us together in a
special way – with lots of new opportunities to live out God’s call to go forth
to love and serve the Lord.
Dave Melzer,
Intergenerational
Ministry Coordinator

YOUTH MINISTRY
The St. Edna Youth Ministry includes all those who are in
grades 6 through 12. We reach students in 12 different
schools from Prospect Heights
through Palatine, with the majority
of our students in the Arlington
Heights/Buffalo Grove area.
In 2002, the USCCB published the
resource, “Renewing the Vision: A
framework for Youth Ministry.” In
this book, the Bishops of the United States present 8 tenets needed for effective Youth Ministry. Those are:
 Justice and Service
 Leadership Development
 Pastoral Care
 Prayer and Worship
 Advocacy
 Catechesis
 Community Life
 Evangelization
St. Edna Parish Youth Ministry has continually used
these guidelines for our Youth programs. Here are some
of the ways we met these guidelines in the fiscal year of
July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.
Justice and Service:
There were 2 service trips: the all day “One By Youth”
day in May in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago, and
the weeklong Catholic Heart Work Camp in June in Minneapolis. 64 people (10 adults and 54 teens) traveled to
Minneapolis to serve the elderly and marginalized in that
area. This event continues to grow each year. For the
summer of 2012, we are offering 2 different weeklong
mission trips.

We recognized 17 young people for their role in Leadership at the Annual Vicariate I Youth Leadership banquet.
The categories of leadership that are celebrated are the
same as those in this report.
Pastoral Care: Teens from St. Edna Youth Ministry are
regular volunteers at the three dances the Knights of Columbus sponsor for the residents of Clearbrook Center.
Our students participated in the Vicariate I Day of Service
in December, which provides volunteers for approximately 15 different organizations. We also filled several
Santa Sacks, with each teen taking responsibility for one
of the requested items.
Prayer and Worship: We are very dedicated to this aspect of Renewing the Vision. There are teen Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers at our Liturgies. A
group from St. Edna attended Mass at Mission San Juan
Diego followed by fellowship with their Youth Ministry
team. That Youth Group later came to St. Edna to join us
for prayer and fellowship.
Lent and the Easter season have several special prayer
opportunities for the Youth of the Parish. Our Tennebrae
prayer service, led by Deacon Beeber, was well attended.
We also presented the Living Stations on Good Friday.
This year the story was told from St. Veronica’s point of
view. On Thursday of Easter week, we had a progressive
dinner using the Emmaus story (Luke 24: 13-33). We went
to four different homes, using the four parts of the Mass
as our guidelines to read the four parts of Luke’s Gospel,
finishing our meal with dessert and a discussion on the
words, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?”
Advocacy: Each year, we gather in winter to make blankets for children in area hospitals. We do this in collaboration with a group called Project Linus. This year we
gathered in the Lower Level of the Hurley Center and created 35 simple quilts. In the 6 or more years that we
have been doing this, we have donated more than 350
blankets for children in need.
Our Spring and Summer mission trips could also be included in this category, as they touch others with both the
Justice and Service aspect and Advocacy for the marginalized.

We collected our loose change during Lent and purchased farm animals through Project Heifer. We also
had a student participate in Peace Builders Initiative
through the Catholic Theological Union in the Hyde Park
area of Chicago.

Catechesis: Another big part of our Youth Ministry!
We had 150 young people involved in Confirmation
Preparation classes, with 80 celebrating the Sacrament in
November. Bishop Rassas presided at the Mass.

Leadership Development: 15 people attended the Peer
Ministry Leadership Retreat sponsored by Cultivation
Ministries in August. This camp helps teens learn leadership skills, teamwork and creative problem solving.
There are young people from our parish present on some
of the Councils and Commissions that are our parish
leadership groups.

Approximately 50 middle school students participated in
our re-introduced OPTIONS classes. OPTIONS is the
name of our Middle School faith formation and Youth Ministry program that includes classes, enrichments such as
prayers and service opportunities and multi-parish
events.

We have two different groups that meet weekly that are
Lectionary based. On Monday, 10-20 middle school students come for our OMT (OPTIONS Ministry Team) dropin at 4:30 PM. High School students come on Thursday
evenings for the PMT (Peer Ministry Team). We usually
have between 15-26 teens in attendance. We read the
upcoming Sunday’s Gospel, then reflect on and discuss
the Scripture. We conclude with socializing in a space
that is safe and nurturing for all. The format is the same
for both groups, but the conversations are very different!
We had a book discussion last Spring that Fr. Diego led.
The teens read “Letters to a Young Catholic” by George
Weigel. And of course, many of our teens attend the
LIFE program.
Our Kairos retreat is a wonderful opportunity for Junior
and Senior high school students to grow in their faith.
This is teen led and adult guided and follows the Cursillo
format (as does CRHP) of witness talks and faith sharing.
Each year we have grown with this retreat, which occurs
during the semester break in January. We had almost 50
teens in attendance at Kairos 7. Kairos 8 is already in the
planning stages.
Community Life: I believe that every time a young person is here at the St. Edna campus, it strengthens their
bond to our Parish family. Whether for a faith-based
event or for fun, each gathering brings this marvelous
group of young people
into a stronger union
with their peers, with
the realities of our
Catholic faith and with
the community. We
have shirts that bear
our Faith in Action
logo that the kids
proudly wear. It is an
example
of
the
“Ministry of Presence”
when they sport these
blue shirts in their
schools and neighborhoods. It shows they are proud to
be St. Edna youth.
Some of the community events for the past fiscal year
included our Easter Egg Hunt on Holy Saturday, a trip to
Great America, an overnight lock-in with other Vicariate I
parishes at Enchanted Castle in Lombard, a Christmas
movie marathon, a water balloon/games day during the
summer, barbeque dinners, and board game nights.
Other popular events that were held last year include our
two Thanksgiving dinners: one for our middle schoolers
and one for the high school teens. We have a pot-luck
dinner in November, featuring purchased rotisserie chickens, and the kids’ favorite Thanksgiving foods. There is
always lots of food, plenty of laughter and a reckoning of
our many blessings.
Evangelization: The final tenet of the eight presented by
the USCCB is this: Evangelization. Everything that is

done in the Youth Ministry of St. Edna Parish is done with
this in mind. Our Ministry Teams, our classes, our outreach, our prayers, and even our fun, all are aimed to be
witness, proclamation, invitation, conversion and discipleship to the young people of our Parish.
Nancy Holpuch, Youth Ministry

SACRAMENTAL PREP
There were 200 first and second grade children who were
enrolled in the Sacramental Prep program for 2010-2011.
There were eight first
grade classes and eight
second grade classes.
The prayerful devotion
and time and talent of
fabulous
catechists,
catechist assistants,
and teen helpers made
the program a wonderfully strong experience
for the children.
The foundation was laid for the first grade students
through engaging lessons using textbooks, activity
sheets, songs, drama, games, etc.
The second year students prepared to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.
Through the use of sacrament specific textbooks, activity
sheets, and interactive learning approaches, the children
learned more about God’s love for them and to prepare
for their sacraments. A retreat was held before each sacrament and the parish community was invited to pray for
the children who so proudly wore their “I’m Preparing for
my First Holy Communion” badges.

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
LWC continues to serve the children of the parish at
9:30am Mass by
offering the same
readings,
psalms,
and prayers that are
proclaimed and celebrated in church.
The
presentations
are engaging and
interactive,
often
using puppets or
dramatization of the
gospel or gospel message. The number of children who
attend LWC has risen dramatically over the course of the
past year and we typically serve over 100 children each
week. The photo above is just a sampling of the attendance from May through the end of November of 2010.
The LWC team was comprised of 7 Team Leaders, 15
liturgists, and 4 Cantors. The worship aide, “Magnifikids”
is distributed weekly to the children who use them for
their prayers and then can use them back in church for
the Liturgy of the Eucharist as well as at home as a follow
up for discussion with their families.
Diane Mulroe, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

PARISH LIFE COMMISSION
Parish Life Commission had another great year of events
and activities for St. Edna’s to participate in and enjoy.
First off, a huge thank you to all of the countless volunteers who gave their time and talent to make St. Edna’s
such a vibrant parish. Without you, we would not be able
to provide such wonderful experiences for the parishioners of St. Edna.
Our annual Pancake Breakfast once again proved to be a
fabulous treat for families
- especially for all the children who got to visit with
Santa and share their
holiday wishes. 150 lbs
of pancake mix, 150 lbs
of sausage, 38 gallons of
orange juice, 600 candy
canes and a whole lot of
Christmas cheer later –
PLC calls that a success.
Also, a week earlier, nearly 40 people from the tri-parish
area went on a bus trip to the Fireside Inn in Wisconsin.

ers brought desserts to share with everyone. Did your
kids have a good time playing in the bouncy houses and
eating the cotton candy and snow cones? We hope you
had a great time—and we'll see you next year!

A new event that we added this year was “Movie Under
the Stars” which we debuted in July. The first movie we
showed was the 1982 classic, E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial
on a huge 12 foot screen!!! It was a gorgeous night and
not buggy at all!!! What a perfect (and inexpensive) way
to spend a beautiful summer evening with friends and
family.

This year we were fortunate to get a new license which
allowed us to have Bingo more often than in prior years.
Always a fun time for the 200+ attendees who try their
luck against the big ball cage. For the first time, we had
Bingo Under the Tent the night before the parish picnic in
the big tent. A fun and fantastic night!

The Parish Picnic was another fantastic success. With
approximately 1200 people attending, this is always such
an important event for Parish Life. We hope you attended and had fun eating the delicious Italian Beef,
pulled pork and hot dogs. Did you sit and listen to the
Second Time Around band? Did you sample any of the
delicious treats in the CFM dessert tent? Many parishion-

From Mom’s Plus to WOSE, Gardening for God to Softball, there are tons of events and ways to get involved
here at St. Edna’s. If you missed our events last
year, we hope that you won’t pass them up this
year. We have some great new events planned for
this fall and 2012. Keep an eye on the bulletin for
our scroll to always know what’s coming up with
Parish Life. And also keep an eye out for our new
“Spotlight On” section to learn a little more about
the different ministries you could be involved with at
St. Edna’s.
Jenni Falk, PLC Co-Chairperson

SNACK THEATRE

GARDENING FOR GOD

Snack Theatre was established in 2005 to coincide with
the 40th anniversary of the parish. Seven years and 6
shows later, we are continuing to show just how much
talent exists within our parish. This year our theme was
“Hooray For Hollywood” – a musical review showcasing
some of the best and famous music from movies. Our
fabulous cast of 28 (including two very talented priests)
sang and danced their way from January to June and we
left the whole audience thinking ‘Let’s Go to the Movies’.
We were never ‘Holding Out For A Hero’ because the
cast was so dedicated and talented. ‘As Time Goes By’,
we’ll never forget ‘The Way We Were’ on the stage. It
wasn’t ‘One Night Only’, we had 5 shows in late May and
by the end we all had the ‘Time of Our Lives’. Finally, a
big thank you to all of our volunteers. It takes more than
100 additional volunteers to put on a production of this
magnitude and we are supremely grateful for all the people who were involved.

Gardening for God, in its eighth season, is one of the Parish Life Ministries. In the past year over 70 dedicated and
hard working parishioners took “ownership” of the many
garden plots located throughout the parish grounds.
Maintenance of the plots includes watering, weeding,
feeding, pruning and any other task necessary to nurture
the perennials and annuals. Signs are posted on the plots
giving credit to the respective “owners.” If a volunteer is
unable to take on full responsibility they will be teamed
with another. There is always room for another gardener.
No experience required.

Tarry Hoskins, GFG Coordinator

HUMAN CONCERNS COMMISSION
Outreach Ministry Almsgiving: Each organization is reviewed carefully, signs have been created for the alms boxes and, most important,
you are being informed, through the bulletin, where your alms are
sent.
Our Sharing Parish, St. James: Annually in October St Edna parishioners travel to St James church to participate in their liturgy. Then in
March St James travels to St Edna to join in our liturgy. Once a month
we have nonperishable food collections for our sharing parish. Our
parishioners called “The Saint James Drivers” deliver the food to our
sharing parish in Chicago.
Santa Sacks, Gift of Love,
& food baskets helped
more than 100 families, 450
children, and several organizations in our immediate
area.
Prison Ministry: Initiates
and supports programs
addressing the physical,
emotional and spiritual needs of inmates. For example, we send
Christmas cards to inmates at Illinois prisons, collect and distribute
toiletries, calendars, Bibles, and other material goods that are not
economically available to inmates. We attempt to live out the gospel
admonition to “visit the imprisoned”.
Homebound Ministry: makes
weekly visits to parishioners who
are homebound, either for a few
weeks of recuperating or several
months or sometimes even years.
Currently we have 70 Ministers of
Care.

Saint Edna Outreach to the Poor: We are in our 7th year in this ministry. Our ministers make outreach to those who are in need of emergency food or, when possible, financial assistance with rent, utilities
and medical supplies. On an average month we give out $1500.00
worth of food from our pantry, $880.00 in client aid food coupons,
$511.00 in client aid rental assistance, $380.00 client aid in gas
vouchers, $481.00 in client aid utility payments and we serve anywhere from 110 to 120 clients from our food pantry each month.
Every other month Saint Edna Outreach to the Poor provides and
pays for a catered dinner that is delivered to Catholic Charities in Des
Plaines. Our Saint Edna Outreach to the Poor Ministers are present
and serve the dinner. The meal usually costs the Ministry $440.00 and
we serve up to 100 people each time. Saint Edna Outreach to the
Poor gives food baskets each year to numerous needy families. All
this is possible due to the generosity of the Saint Edna parishioners.
Currently we have 33 Ministers who take turns being on-call Monday
thru Saturday every week.

Food Pantry: The food pantry
is available to the Saint Edna
Outreach Minister to give food
to the needy. Christian Family
Movement (CFM) volunteers
keep it organized. Again, this
would not be possible without
your donations of nonperishable goods.

Bereavement Ministry: assists in planning a funeral Mass with the
family after a death. They are present at the wake, assist at the funeral, and are trained to do internment services. They follow up with
the family after the funeral, and deliver flowers to them during the
holidays. We have two special Masses each year for those in grief: the
Loved and Not Forgotten Mass and the All Souls Mass.
Funeral Sacristans are men and women who prepare the altar and
serve during a funeral Mass. We are privileged to be able to offer the
Wake Chapel to families the morning of the funeral Mass. It has been
more than well received, 99% of our funerals use our Wake Chapel.

Our Support groups meet monthly: Mourning Light is an afternoon
meeting for widowed persons; Mourning Circle meets in the evening.
Pieta is group for mothers who have lost a son or daughter—they
meet in the afternoon. Phoenix is an evening group for those struggling through separation and divorce. The Substance Abuse Ministry reaches out with support and care, to help those addicted and their
families find the help they need. Confidentiality and anonymity are the
very essence of this ministry.
@ Home Matters: is a free respite care service, providing relief to
those caring for frail, elderly or dependent family members. Caregivers are provided up to 3 hours of welcome relief, knowing that their
loved one is being visited by a reliable person while they run errands
or just enjoy a break.

Hospital Ministers:
visit and take Communion to St. Edna
parishioners who are
in-patients in area
hospitals.

Nursing Home Ministers: visit area nursing homes. Our ministers
conduct a Communion Service on Saturday mornings at the Arlington
Rehab, then take
Communion to the
Catholic residents
who were unable to
come to the service.

Saint Edna Angels: When someone is critically ill and or they are
living in acute trauma and are in urgent need of prayers. With the
person or families permission, the Saint Edna Angels are notified by
email to pray for this person and their family. Currently we have 269
ministers praying for those in trauma.
Joanne’s Raggedy Ann Club
(JRAC) is a non-profit organization co-founded by the late
Joanne O. Murphy and Patricia J.
Murphy to bring comfort to children in need around the world.
Since 1997, JRAC has made and
donated over 1,200 dolls to children at the National Institutes of Health’s Children’s Inn, the Chicago
Police Department’s Operation Shining Star and Operation Santa for
children of fallen police officers, the Greenhouse Shelter for victims of
domestic violence, the Department of Women’s Justice Services for
children whose mothers are incarcerated, the Tibetan Home of Hope
for children would otherwise be abandoned, and anywhere JRAC
hears of children in need. Each doll reflects the diversity of the child
who receives it and comes with prayers of hope and healing. For
more information, call Patricia at 847.917.4963.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Ministers make prayer shawls for the ill and
infirmed of our parish. The ministers pray for the recipient as they are
making the shawl. When the recipient receives the shawl the minister
wraps it around them and tells them to feel the love and warmth of
God and the love and support of our faith community. The shawl is for
the recipient to keep and use as a reminder that we are with them in
spirit and love. Since the conception of this ministry in March 2006
we have given out over 1500 prayer shawls to people in trauma and
those who are homebound, in hospitals, nursing homes and those in
grief.

The Ministry of Praise: is a spiritual ministry in which the members
offer their daily prayers for the special needs and intentions of our
parish and the good of the world and for their fellow Ministers of
Praise. A letter is sent each month listing the intentions for that
month, authored by the Director of Human Concerns. We presently
have over 266 members.
Respect Life Ministry: “Proclaims that human life is a precious gift
from God from conception to natural death, that each person who
receives this gift has responsibilities
toward God, self and others and through
the laws of society protect and nurture
human life at every stage of its existence.” (USCCB) The goals of this ministry through various events and mediums
will share the wisdom of the Catholic
faith supporting a Culture of Life through
education, public policy, pastoral
care, prayer and worship representative
of the many Respect Life issues.

www.respectlifeministry.homestead.com

BRO: Brothers Reaching Out: The St. Edna Bro Team helps widowed, elderly, disabled, and single Moms with home repair projects
ranging from changing a wall outlet, to installing security outdoor
lights.
S.H.A.R.E: Employment Ministry is a collaboration of parishes in
Arlington Heights and neighboring suburbs to assist people who are
unemployed, underemployed or are seeking a job change. The meeting format ordinarily consists of a speaker followed by networking with
others who are seeking employment. The meetings have been averaging 35 to 60 attendees. In addition to the meetings, one-on-one
employment and
interviewing assistance is available.
We are available to
evaluate your job
seeking requirements
to determine if you
are submitting the
appropriate number
of applications, getting interviews but not
the job, evaluate how
you present yourself
and your skills to an interviewer, etc. Patty Casey Joyce of St. James
Parish coordinates this program and sends out frequent emails with
information consisting of job openings and area job assistance programs. Additional help is available on our website,
www.parishemployment.com
Disaster Assistance Ministry was started in 2006 after Hurricane Katrina, and focused the first four years on the Gulf area.
The relief agency Disaster Assistance had been working with
lost its funding in the late fall of 2009 and could no longer support volunteers in the relief effort in the area. So in 2010 our
volunteers found another disaster site to help in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. Volunteers traveled there in
2010 and 2011 to help repair some
of the nearly 5,000 homes damaged by the flooding of the Cedar
River in June 2008. To date
$126,900 has been raised in support of the Ministry. The consensus among the volunteers is so
long as disasters occur Disaster
Assistance volunteers will be
ready to help those in need of
relief.

Margaret Moser, Director of Human Concerns

ANNUAL REPORT OF STEWARDSHIP
for the Year ending June 30, 2011
ST. EDNA PARISH SHARING AND OUTREACH: The outpouring of generosity from the people of St. Edna
over the past year is a sign that our parish has been blessed with the spirit of stewardship. The world around us
offers many opportunities to put our faith into action. We give thanks to God for the overwhelming response
to His call to serve the needs of the less fortunate and marginalized.
Our Sharing Parishes
St. James in Chicago
Lenten Alms: St. James Food Pantry and Food for the Poor Project
St. James Food Pantry (estimated value)
Mision San Juan Diego, area Hispanic Ministry

$
$
$
$
$

61,089.00
14,248.00
54,000.00
7,900.00
137,237.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

26,590.00
7,906.88
3,302.00
352.48
1,240.00
4,210.24
35,800.00
79,401.60

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

22,617.00
3,487.00
4,436.00
4,641.00
8,428.00
5,508.00
6,592.00
141,776.00
6,226.00
11,063.00
699.00
857.00
10,728.00
9,501.00
4,832.00
9,479.00

$
$

10,272.00
261,142.00

Total to the Poor & Marginalized $

477,780.60

Social Outreach
Food (total certificates & estimated value food pantry)
Rent & Utilities
Transportation (car ins., car payments, repairs & gas)
Medical & Education (counseling, prescriptions, day care)
Prison Ministry (est. value)
Catholic Charity Dinners
Christmas Outreach (est. value - Gift of Love and Santa Sacks)
Special Causes/ Collections/ Alms
St. Edna Outreach Ministry
Peter's Pence
Mission Appeal-Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Seminaries
Universal Church/Holy Land/Latin America
Campaign for Human Development
Religious Retirement Fund
Annual Catholic Appeal (amount pledged)
Catholic Charities Mothers Day Appeal
Baby Bottle Campaign / Women's Center
AIDS Pastoral Care Network
Casa Jesus
Disaster Assistance Ministry (Mission Trip to Biloxi, MS))
Summer Mission Co-op Appeal
Catholic Relief Services
Retirement Fund for Priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago
Agencies (Amate House, CEDA Northwest, Faith & Fellowship, Faith Community Homes,
Home of the Sparrow, Infant Inc, Kolbe House, Little Sisters of the Poor, Mamre,
Misericordia, PADS, PHD, REST, SPRED, Westside Community Center, WINGS)

"Stewardship is a response one makes in gratitude for what has been granted to us."

Although this has again been an economically challenging year, we are very happy to report that our
parish remains in the black.
Thanks to the financial support from our parishioners, operating income was +$74k or +4.2% higher
than the previous fiscal year. In addition, due to the cost-containment efforts of the parish staff, we
saw a decrease in year-over-year operating expenses of -$45k, or -2.5%. During this fiscal year, we
were able to completely pay off the mortgage on the Haddow property, while at the same time increasing our cash position by +$74k, or +10.6%. Our current cash position net of current liabilities is
$641k, compared to last year’s balance of $437k. This cash position remains within the recommended cash reserves of 3-6 months of operations.
Your generosity has allowed St. Edna to continue to provide opportunities for all of us to increase
our faith, serve our fellow parishioners and reach out to the marginalized. Be assured that the Finance Council will continue to do its best to further these goals.
God bless you for your generosity and support.
Respectfully, St. Edna’s Finance Council

St. Edna Parish

Balance Sheet
As of June 30, 2011

Attached are the financial statements for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011. We are happy to report that despite the
continued economic challenges, our parish remains in the black.
Operating Income
Total Operating Income of $1.833M includes Sunday and Holy Day Collections of $1.402M, Christmas Collection of
$155k, Easter Collection of $119k. and $157k from tuition, fees, lease payments, interest and miscellaneous income.
Operating Income exceeds budget by $93k or +5.4%. The Year over Year (YoY) Operating Income is +$74k or +4.2
higher than the previous Fiscal Year End.
Operating Expenses
Total Operating Expenses of $1.735M were under budget by $7k or -0.4%.
Year over Year expenses are down $45k or -2.5%. The significant increases were in Health Insurance Expense +$12k or
+18.9% and Electricity Expense of +$13k or +24.3%. There were also significant decreases in Interest Expense of -$15k
or -78.3% (the Haddow property loan has been paid off, thereby eliminating the interest expense), Maintenance & Building Repairs Expense of -$36k or -21.1% (last year we had a $55k expense for resurfacing the main aisle of the parking
lot) and Salary Expense of -$9k or -1.2%.
Net Operating Income
Net Operating Income from Parish Operations is $99k which is $101k higher than budgeted Net Operating Income.
Year over year, the reported Net Operating Income has increased compared to the same period last year by $119k.
Other Income
Other Income of $281k includes Capital Fund Collections $56k, Alms $68k, St. James Sharing Parish Collections $61k,
Archdiocese required collections $72k, Annual Appeal Rebate $18k, Insurance Recoveries $4k (for water damage to the
Haddow house) and Bequests $450.
Other income is higher than budget by $83k or +41.9%. Compared to prior fiscal year, Other Income is lower than prior
year by $623.00 or -0.22%. We again exceeded our goal for the Annual Catholic Appeal last year and received a rebate
of $18k this year for our efforts.
Other Expenses
Other Expenses of $214k include our payments to our Sharing Parish - St. James, the Annual Catholic Appeal and the
numerous organizations who benefited from our Alms collections including St. Vincent DePaul Society, Mission San
Juan Diego and other special programs.
Expenses related to the water damage to the Haddow property were $6k of which $4k was covered by insurance.
Other expenses are $48k over budget or +28.9%. These expenses increased over the same period last year by +$9k or
+4.5%.
Net Other Income
Net Other Income of $67k is $35k higher than budget and is -$10k lower than the same last fiscal year.
Net Income
Net Income is $165k and is $136k better than plan. As compared to Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/10, Net Income has increased $109K or +193.8%.
Balance Sheet Items of Note:
Current Cash Accounts
Our current cash position net of current liabilities is $641k. This compares to last year's balance of $437k.
The mortgage on the Haddow property was completely paid off during this past fiscal year.
Ideally, it is recommended that cash reserves be available to support 3-6 months of operations. While we are not at the
high end of that range, we are confident that our cash management will continue to support our future operations.

Respectively submitted,
St. Edna Finance Council

